The study investigated the perception of principals on factors influencing access to secondary education, with a focus on Public Secondary Schools in Central Senatorial District of Ondo State, Nigeria. It adopted descriptive design. All the 107 Public Secondary Schools in the District constituted the main population while principals of the schools were targets. One question was raised and four hypotheses formulated for the study. A self-constructed questionnaire, validated and tested for reliability (r =0.80), was used to collect data, which were analysed using percentage, frequency count, mean and Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS). Hypotheses were tested using chi-square statistic at 0.05 level of significance. It was found that many factors influenced access to secondary education, such as: inappropriate teaching method, unfavourable government policies, inadequate teachers, child ill health, among others. It was also revealed that home, school, and government factors significantly influenced access to secondary education while there was no significant difference in the perception of male and female principals, on factors influencing access. The study also recommend among others that Government should address the factors influencing access, through relevant policies and programmes; engage communities, homes and families in sensitization programmes towards discouraging them from culture, traditions and religious belief having negative influence on access to secondary education; as well as provide necessary infrastructural facilities for secondary schools, to enhance comfortability of students and teachers.
INTRODUCTION
Secondary education is the education which is received after primary and before tertiary education. Apart from serving as the bridge between primary and tertiary education, it provides opportunity for a child to acquire additional knowledge, skills, values, and traits beyond the primary education. It is very critical in any nation because of the role it plays in national development. According to Ige [1] , a major factor that necessitates the acquisition of secondary education in Nigeria is that the education being provided at primary level is proving to be insufficient for a child to acquire permanent literacy, communicative, and numeracy skills expected from him/her at the end of the training. Ike [2] added that apart from the acquisition of knowledge and development of higher mental faculty of an individual, secondary education aspires to develop in a student, respect for the worth and dignity of the human person, faith in man's ability to make rational decisions, recognize his/her role as a citizen, particularly in relation to others in the society, demonstrate that he is an informed citizen, equipped with skills and attitudes for effective living and survival, as well as respect for dignity of labour.
Secondary education is aged in Nigeria, having developed alongside western education, introduced by the Christian Missionaries in 1842. At the onset, only primary education enjoyed the support of the Missionaries because it was used to woo the children into Christianity. Government's attention to secondary education started after the development of primary education, particularly when the need for outputs of primary schools to continue their education became paramount. Adesina [3] reported that the first secondary school (CMS Grammar School, Bariga, Lagos) was established by the Church Missionary Society, in 1859. Since then, government has shown keen interest in and commitment to the establishment of additional secondary schools, in a bid to increase access to secondary education and enable the citizens to enjoy the dividends. Statistics, in Nwagwu [4] , revealed that as at 1970, there were 310,054 secondary schools with 1,086 students, which increased to 2,769 schools and 1,553,345 students in 1980; 6, 429 school regularly, inability to complete the prescribed programme of study (leading to school dropouts), inability to attain a set goal, and inability to transit to the next level of education [10] .
Over the years, access to secondary education remains an issue of concern in Nigeria. In spite of the continued increase in access to secondary education in Nigeria (as indicated in para.2 of the paper), the demand for secondary education has not been fully met [11, 12] . [12] . Human Development Report Table 1 , Nigeria ranked least among the countries in the different continents in the world (i.e. Africa, North America, South America, Europe, Asia and Oceania), in terms of gross enrolment rate in secondary education.
As indicated in

Statement of Problem
In spite of the efforts of government and other stakeholders in education towards ensuring that all school-age children, who are willing to receive secondary education are given the opportunity, access to secondary education has remain unholistic in Nigeria. There are wide disparities between the expected and actual enrolment in secondary schools, thus implying that many secondary school-age children are not enrolled in schools. The inability of children to have access to secondary education has been encouraging many children to terminate their education prematurely, reducing literacy rate, as well as drawing the hands of the clock of the country backward, particularly in her efforts to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. Even though there are studies on issue of access to education in literature, those on secondary education, particularly those that address the challenges of access, are insignificant, is spite of the effects in the educational system. The study is thus geared towards addressing this shortcoming.
Purpose of the Study
The study was meant to investigate the factors influencing access to secondary education in Central Senatorial District of Ondo State, Nigeria. The study also found if home, school, and government based factors have significant effects on access to secondary education; and if there was significant difference in the perception of male and female principals, on factors influencing access to secondary education.
Significance of the Study
The findings of the study will keep government abreast of factors influencing access to secondary education in Nigeria, which will serve as clue towards tackling those factors and improving the state of secondary education in the country. Findings of the study will also serve as insights to secondary schools administrators towards playing their role, to improve access at this level of the educational system. It will also assist the Ministry of Education to gather information on the state of access to secondary education in the rural and remote areas of the country.
In addition, the report of the study can serve as guide to future and current researchers in the field of Educational Planning and Administration.
Research Questions
The following questions guided the study  What are the factors influencing access to secondary education in Nigeria?
HYPOTHESES
The following hypotheses guided the study  Home based factors have no significant effect on access to secondary education.  School based factors have no significant effect on access to secondary education.  Government based factors have no significant effect on access to secondary education.  There is no significant difference in the perception of male and female principals on factors influencing access to secondary education in Nigeria.
Factors Influencing Access to Education: Literature Review
There are factors that influence access of children to education. Wikan [13] , cited in Kepng'etich., Boit., and Bonnett [14] identified government policies, school factors, as well as household/family factors. Calchough, Sammer and Rose [15] , also cited in Kepng'etich., Boit., and Bonnett [14] listed cost of school participation, school quality, physical facilities and scarce resources in school as factors that affect access to primary school education among children from households that are poor. According to Wachiye and Nasongo [16] , access to secondary education remains strongly associated with household wealth. World Bank [17] also listed non-school factors, such as education of parents, child rearing practices, nutrition, health care and pre-school education as factors having more effect on children access to education, as well as positive school factors, such as teachers and books have more effects in developed countries than in developing countries. Also, Kuranja [8] investigated the home based factors influencing access to Early Childhood Education in Limuru District of Kenya. He found payment of user fees by parents, lack of awareness by parents, distance to school, and large family size as factors that influenced access. A study, conducted by Action Aid, cited in Igbuzor [18] , observed that the reasons why scholars do not go to schools include: high cost of tuition fees, health challenge, hunger, and educational background of parents. Uduak [19] also investigated access and equalization of university educational opportunities in Nigeria and found that access to university education is hindered by carrying capacity, poor funding, and exorbitant charges.
Kepng'etich., Boit., and Bonnett [14] investigated the factors influencing household decisions on access to Primary School Education in Kenya, being a case study of Uasin Gishu West District. The study found that household factors can deter many household not to have their children in school while school related factors can encourage many household to send their children and have them continuously in school. According to Limaye [20] , factors that influenced the accessibility of education for children with disabilities in India are: perceptions of parents of children with disabilities and their difficulties in helping their children with disabilities, general attitude of society, government officials, school staff and infrastructure, inadequate levels of training of key stakeholders, invisibility of disability in community, poverty, lack of acceptance, lack of interest, gender discrimination, lack of awareness, poor physical access, availability of various support systems, and government policies focusing on the education of children with disabilities in specific.
A study, conducted by Mollel and Chong [21] , on the socio-cultural constraints of girls' access to education in Mtwara District of Tanzania, found early marriage, negative perception of girls education, traditional ceremonies (Unyago), social roles, and male preference as constraints to access to education. Another study, by Kamanja [22] , on the factors influencing boy-child secondary education in the Rice growing region of Kirinyaga South District, Kirinyaga County, Kenya found levies imposed by schools, level of education, age and gender of household's head, lack of interest, distance between homes and schools, as well as household size as factors that influenced boy-child education in the region.
Ngware et al. [23] investigated the factors that influenced access to secondary education and strategies for improving access to secondary education in Kenya and found household's income, education level of household head, household residence, sex of child, availability of schools, and age of child as main factors. Okumu [24] studied the socio-economic factors influencing students' access to secondary school education in Rongo District of Kenya .The study found that the socio-economic factors that had the highest effects in access of students in secondary school education to be size of the family, income of parents, child labour and tuition fee, while other home based factors as HIV/AIDS, parental level of education school affected access of students in secondary school.
In addition, Isaac and Ojo [25] in a study of the determinants of access to education and ICT in Nigeria, using information from 4,508 households from National Bureau of Statistics Household Survey Data, found that age, years of education, marital status, gender, as well as household size, influenced access to education.
METHODOLOGY
Research Design
The researcher adopted descriptive design, because it uses data and information to describe the state of access to secondary education, from the perspective of the factors influencing it.
Population of Study
All the 107 Public Secondary Schools in the Central Senatorial District of the state constituted the main population while Principals of the schools were the targets.
Sample and Sampling Techniques
One Senatorial District, six Local Government Areas and one hundred and seven (107) Public Secondary Schools were used for the study. The Senatorial District (Ondo Central) comprises of Akure South, Akure North, Ondo West, Ondo East, Ifedore and Idanre Local Government Areas. All the 107 Public Secondary Schools in the district were used for the study. There was therefore no sampling for the study.
Instrument
A questionnaire was designed and used to collect data for the study. The questionnaire comprises of Section A and B. Section A consisted of questions and statements, aimed at eliciting the background information of respondents, principally their years of experience, gender, qualification, status in school, marital status, etc. Section B focused on challenges of access to secondary education in Ondo State, which forms the theme of the study. The section consisted of close-ended questions which required the respondents to tick the best option in response to each statement, and was structured on a four-point scale, Strongly Agree, Agree, Disagree, and Strongly Disagree .This special scale was adopted because of the perception of the researcher that the inclusion of the option 'undecided' was not necessary because of the confusion it creates for respondents.
Validity and Reliability of Instrument
Draft of the questionnaire was given to a professional colleague, for comments. After taking into cognizance the suggestions/comments, the final draft of the questionnaire was prepared for administration. The questionnaire was pilot-tested in ten (10) public secondary schools that were not used for the study, within an interval of two weeks. Responses to the items in the questionnaire in the two attempts were correlated using Pearson Product Moment Correlation Coefficient. A reliable coefficient (r) of 0.80 was obtained.
Method of Data Collection and Analysis
The researcher visited all the selected Public Secondary Schools, accompanied by an Assistant. The researcher, with the help of the assistant, established rapport with the schools administrators and teachers on their arrival. After formal introduction, the researcher and assistant explained to the respondents, the purpose of the study and guided them on how to complete the questionnaires. After two weeks, the researcher was able to retrieve the administered questionnaires. Data collected through the questionnaire were however analyzed using Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS), while the hypotheses were tested using chi-square and t-test statistics.
DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS
The researcher administered 107 Questionnaires, unfortunately, 105 were retrieved from the respondents. After several attempt were made to retrieve the two Questionnaires failed, the researcher proceeded on the analysis, more so that the inability to retrieve these will not have significant effect on the findings. Distribution according to age range of respondents, as indicated in Table 2 , revealed that 3(4.8%) of the respondents were below 10 years, 7(6.7%) were between 10-20 years, 43(41%) were between 20-30 years while the remaining 50 (47.6&) were above 30 years. Respondent's sex shows that the highest number of respondent were male 69(65.7%) while the remaining were female 36(34.3%). Only 2(1.9%) of the respondents were single while the remaining 103(98.1%) were married. 38(36.2%) of the respondents had B.Sc/BA/HND/B. Tech, 30(28.6%) had B.Ed/BSc./BA/ED, 13(12.4%) had BSc./HND/B. Tech + PGDE while 24(22.9%) possessed other certificate apart from those mentioned.. Also, 9(8.6%) of the respondents had 10-20 years of experience, 27(25.7%) had 20-30 years' experience while the remaining 69(65.7%) had over 30 years' experience in the profession.
Answers to Research Question
What are the factors influencing access to secondary education? To answer this question, an expected mean was calculated (4+3+2+1)/4 = 10/4 = 2.5). Any item with mean below 2.5, being the expected mean, is rejected, while items with mean with 2.5 and above are accepted. As revealed in the table, poverty of parents/guardians, culture, tradition or religious belief of the family, parents lack of interest and awareness in education, care of siblings/ or relatives, unfavorable government policies, insufficient allocation to secondary school, high cost/fee, selection method in Common Entrance Exams, fear of high level unemployment in the country i.e. that job will not be available at the end of tanning, among others are influencing access to secondary education.
Test of Hypotheses Hypothesis 1
Home factors have no significant effect on students' access to secondary education. The result of the chi square ( analysis, as indicated in Table 4 , shows that calculated is greater than tabulated at 0.05 level of significant (64.71 19.68). Therefore, the null hypothesis is rejected. This implies that Home factors have significant effect on students' access to secondary education.
Hypothesis 2
School factors have no significant effect on access to secondary education. The result of Chi-square ( analysis, as indicated in Table 5 shows that calculated is greater than tabulated at 0.05 level of significant (45.22 28.87). Therefore, the null hypothesis is rejected. This implies that School factors have significant effect on students' access to secondary education.
Hypothesis 3
Government factors have no significant effect on access to secondary education. Fear of high-level unemployment in the country i.e. that job will not be available at the end of tanning 84 80 11 20
As indicated in Table 6 , the result of chi-square ( analysis shows that calculated is greater than tabulated at 0.05 level of significant (66.86 15.51). Therefore, the null hypothesis is rejected. This implies that government factors has significant effect on students' access to secondary education
Hypothesis 4
There is no significant difference between the perception of male and female principals on the factors influencing challenges of access to secondary education. As indicated in Table 7 , t-cal (0.119) is less than t-tab (1.980) at 0.05 level of significance. The null hypothesis is therefore accepted. This implies that there is no significant difference between the perception of male and female principal on the challenges of access to secondary education.
DISCUSSIONS
Findings from the analysis of the data established that there are many factors influencing access to secondary education in Nigeria; such as poverty of parents/guardian, culture, traditional or religious belief, unfavourable government policies, inadequate teachers, child ill health, and early marriage etc. This finding agrees with that of Adegbenga et al. [26] who noted that factors influencing access to secondary education varies from one part to another and from region to region within the country; and includes poverty of parents/guardian of students, culture, traditional or religious belief, unfavourable government policies, inadequate teachers to teach students, child ill health early marriage etc.
Finding from hypothesis 1 revealed that home factors have significant effect on students' access to secondary education. This finding agrees with those of Wikan [13] , Wachiye and Nasongo [16] , Kuranja [8] , among others, as contained in the reviewed literature. Hypothesis 2 reveals that school factors have significant effect on access to secondary school. This argument is in consonance with those of Wikan [13] , Calchough, Sammer and Rose [27] among others, as indicated in the reviewed literature.
From Hypothesis 3, it was found that government factors significantly affected students' access to secondary education. This finding agrees with those of Wikan [13] , Uduak [19] , among others, as indicated in literature reviewed. In addition, the study found no significant difference in the perception of male and female principals on factors influencing access to secondary education. This could have due to the objectivity shown by the respondents while completing the questionnaires.
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
It can be concluded from this study that there is still less than one hundred percent access to secondary education in Nigeria, in spite of the role it plays in national development and the strategic position it occupies in the educational system. Improving access to secondary education has however over the years been an extremely complicated and vexing problem for schools and education policy makers. Also, many factors interact to influence access to secondary education. Although there have been huge investments on secondary education by Federal and State Governments in Nigeria, this challenge seems not to have been appropriately addressed.
Based on the findings, it is recommended that  Government should address the factors influencing access to secondary education through relevant policies and programmes;  Government should engage communities, homes and families in sensitization programmes towards discouraging them from culture, traditions and religious belief that has negative influence on access to secondary education;  Government should provide necessary infrastructural facilities for secondary schools, to enhance comfortability of students and teachers;  There should be attractive welfare package, remunerations for teachers and prompt payment of teachers' salary;  Emphasis should be laid on orientation of the citizens, change our value system and make the society well informed about the dangers of illiteracy; and  Government should promote global best practices in management of our secondary education system.
